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MEMORANDUM FOR: © Chief, Collection Guldance sStaff, DDI -

SUBJECT: : Use of Overhead Photography for Agrioul-
tural Estimating Purposes

REFERENCE: Memo from DDI Collection Staff to Director,
NPIC, dated 2 August 1965

1. Sufficlent experience by & number of government
agencies, private companles and individuals exlsts to sub-
stantiate the thesis fthat overhead photography can be used
as a rellable means for maklng various determinations about
the amount and condition of a variety of crops. The V. 8.
Department of Agriculture, through 1ts Production and
Marketing Administration {P&MA) for years has taken aerial
photographic inventories of agricultural production through-
out the United States. Thelr techniques, though largely
manual and supplemented by considerable field checklng,
seem to be quite sufficient for thelr purposes, which in
many respects appear to be gimllar to those of the DDI.

2. Tt should be noted that at present the NPIC R&D
budget includes investigatory work in areas which have
potential application to the agricultural problem, such
as automatls scanning techniques. Whille the initiative
for such R&D work was generated by other than agricultural
requirements upon the Center, certalnly successes in this
and related developmental areas would apply in some degree
to all photographic analysis and mensuration problems.

3. As you are well aware, the Center provides only
advlisory service, mainly of a technical nature, to those
responsible for camera systems developments. Since, however,
our developmental program 1s heavily reaponsive to require- .
ments anticipated from the use of sophlsticated camera
systems, our technlcal personnel must keep abreast of
developments in this area. They are acquainted wlth many
novel camera configurations, includine thnaa dealgned
primarily for agricultural use. Declass Review By NIMA/DOD
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SUBJECT: Use of Overhead Photography for Agricultural
‘ Estimating Purposes

4, I would suggest that persons 1in the DDI responsible
for estimatling acreage and yleldas of agricultural crops, meet -
with our R&D people to review those portions of the current
end planned regsearch which appear to be even indireotly
aligned with such problems. Followlng this I belleve we .
can take a more meaningful look at what can and should be
done additionally to atrengthen the affort Loy your -

venefit. -
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Pachnical Adviser vo the
Director, NFIC

ca: Chief, IAD/CIA
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Standard Form 63
November 1961

GSA Gen. Reg. No. 27 "
Date Time

MEMORANDUM OF CALL

TO—
<5
[J vyou WERE CALLED BY— [ vou WERE VISITED BY—
Number or code Extension

TELEPHONE!
] PLEASE CALL (] WAITING TO SEE YOU |
] WILL CALL AGAIN [] WISHES AN APPOINTMENT

[] RETURNING YOUR CALL
[} 1S REFERRED TO YOU BY:

Lerr THIS MESSAGE: —_
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